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This is a special guest post from Enzo Scavone, done beautifully in a linear story. Check it out.
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ﬂn 2011 the Journal of American Culture published an essay titled: “The\
Subway Crush: Making Contact in New York City Subway Songs, 1904

- 1915."" It looks at popular subway songs from the beginning of the

20™ century and how they process the influence of the then recently
opened New York subway system on the riders using it .

This chart attempts to graphically summarize and simplify the findings
centered around three particular songs. /

4

Question rose: what effects did the opening of the subway have on a society
that was used to moving at a slow and spacious pace over ground?

4

[ To find an answer let's look at songs about the subway from that time. )

@ 4 N

“Fall down all down, grab

any vacant seat
Then fall out, crawl out, here's . ) ,
forty-second street o esandign
Bust in the doar, :
Rollon the floo, Jou cannon Wi ey
Then you glide and you slide. !

Ev'ry body you rub...’

“walch your step”
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{Rhyming of unsuccesstul
holding of subway “strap”

With subsequent fall into fellow
passenger's “lap™)

“Just the place for spooning
All the season round”

“if you can keep your feet
Then you're an athlete”

/ri indi \ /ri indi : \ /ri indi \
in subway it becomes
in the subway important: subway can be
it is hard to seen as place for
retain a decent 1) to be mindful of romance and
posture. one's own behavior baser impulses.

_l_

2) to cooperate to

\ / Qaep the flow moving. \ /
4 4 4
R 4 - )

Song reflects: Song reflects: ong reflec

the cramped space the concept of the association of
and the physical adjusting one's the subway with
contact in the own behavior to transgression, baser
subway make the mass is impulses and
behavior that was important for a romance in the city.
previously conflict free

considered rude movement through

understandable the city.

and acceptable.

N y N y 4

e B

Songs about the NY subway reflect the effects of this new technology on
society.
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! Stalter, Sunny. “The Subway Crush: Making Contact in Miw York City Subway Songs, 1904 - 1905.° The Joumnal of Amencan Culture
34.4 (2011) 321 - 331, Print.

To stay up to date with The Wall Breakers, please subscribe to our email list and check us out on Facebook, Twitter,

and Pinterest.
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1 comment

. Leave a message...

Best Community My Disqus

. Enzo Scavone
Thanks for posting, Wall Breakers :-)

Share @& £

If anyone has any feedback about the "infographic" way in which | laid out this post, please don't
hesitate to leave a comment. I'd be curious to know.
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